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Copper conductor

demand for copper wire as an electrical conductor. Copper isthe electrical conductor in many categories of
electrical wiring. Copper wireisused in

Copper has been used in electrical wiring since the invention of the electromagnet and the telegraph in the
1820s. The invention of the telephone in 1876 created further demand for copper wire as an electrical
conductor.

Copper isthe electrical conductor in many categories of electrical wiring. Copper wireis used in power
generation, power transmission, power distribution, telecommunications, electronics circuitry, and countless
types of electrical equipment. Copper and its alloys are also used to make electrical contacts. Electrical
wiring in buildings is the most important market for the copper industry. Roughly half of all copper mined is
used to manufacture electrical wire and cable conductors.

American wire gauge
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American Wire Gauge (AWG) is alogarithmic stepped standardized wire gauge system used since 1857,
predominantly in North America, for the diameters of round, solid, nonferrous, electrically conducting wire.
Dimensions of the wires are given in ASTM standard B 258. The cross-sectional area of each gaugeisan
important factor for determining its current-carrying capacity.

Copper
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Copper isachemical element; it has symbol Cu (from Latin cuprum) and atomic number 29. It is a soft,
malleable, and ductile metal with very high thermal and electrical conductivity. A freshly exposed surface of
pure copper has a pinkish-orange color. Copper is used as a conductor of heat and electricity, as abuilding
material, and as a constituent of various metal alloys, such as sterling silver used in jewelry, cupronickel used
to make marine hardware and coins, and constantan used in strain gauges and thermocouples for temperature
measurement.

Copper is one of the few metals that can occur in nature in adirectly usable, unalloyed metallic form. This
means that copper isanative metal. Thisled to very early human use in severa regions, from c. 8000 BC.
Thousands of years later, it was the first metal to be smelted from sulfide ores, ¢. 5000 BC; the first metal to
be cast into a shape in amold, c. 4000 BC; and the first metal to be purposely alloyed with another metal, tin,
to create bronze, c. 3500 BC.

Commonly encountered compounds are copper(l1) salts, which often impart blue or green colors to such
minerals as azurite, malachite, and turquoise, and have been used widely and historically as pigments.

Copper used in buildings, usually for roofing, oxidizes to form a green patina of compounds called verdigris.
Copper is sometimes used in decorative art, both in its elemental metal form and in compounds as pigments.
Copper compounds are used as bacteriostatic agents, fungicides, and wood preservatives.



Copper is essential to all aerobic organisms. It is particularly associated with oxygen metabolism. For
example, it isfound in the respiratory enzyme complex cytochrome c oxidase, in the oxygen carrying
hemocyanin, and in several hydroxylases. Adult humans contain between 1.4 and 2.1 mg of copper per
kilogram of body weight.

Beryllium copper
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Beryllium copper (BeCu), also known as copper beryllium (CuBe), beryllium bronze, and spring copper, isa
copper aloy with 0.5-3% beryllium. Copper beryllium alloys are often used because of their high strength
and good conductivity of both heat and electricity. It is used for its ductility, weldability in metalworking,
and machining properties. It has many specialized applicationsin tools for hazardous environments, musical
instruments, precision measurement devices, bullets, and some uses in the field of aerospace. Beryllium
copper and other beryllium alloys are harmful carcinogens that present a toxic inhalation hazard during
manufacturing.

Litz wire
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Litz wireisa particular type of multistrand wire or cable used in electronics to carry aternating current (AC)
at radio frequencies. The wire is designed to reduce losses due to the skin effect and proximity effect at
frequencies up to about 1 MHz.

It consists of many thin wire strands, individually insulated and twisted or woven together, following one of
several carefully prescribed patterns often involving several levels of bundling (already-twisted wires are
twisted together into small bundles, which are then twisted into larger bundles, etc.). The result of these
winding patterns is to equalize the proportion of the overall length over which each strand is at the outside of
the conductor. This has the effect of distributing the current equally among the wire strands, reducing the
impedance.

Litz wireisused in high-Q inductors for radio transmitters and receivers operating at low frequencies,
induction heating equipment, and switching power supplies.

The term litz wire originates from Litzendraht (coll. Litze), German for 'braided/stranded wire' or ‘woven
wire'.
Wire bonding
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Wire bonding is amethod of making interconnections between an integrated circuit (IC) or other
semiconductor device and its packaging during semiconductor device fabrication. Wire bonding can aso be
used to connect an IC to other electronics or to connect from one printed circuit board (PCB) to another,
although these are less common. Wire bonding is generally considered the most cost-effective and flexible
interconnect technology and is used to assemble the vast mgjority of semiconductor packages. Wire bonding
can be used at frequencies above 100 GHz.

Printed circuit board
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planes and other features (similar to wires on a flat surface) etched from one or more sheet layers of copper
laminated onto or between sheet layers

A printed circuit board (PCB), also called printed wiring board (PWB), is alaminated sandwich structure of
conductive and insulating layers, each with a pattern of traces, planes and other features (similar to wireson a
flat surface) etched from one or more sheet layers of copper laminated onto or between sheet layers of a non-
conductive substrate. PCBs are used to connect or "wire" components to one another in an electronic circuit.
Electrical components may be fixed to conductive pads on the outer layers, generally by soldering, which
both electrically connects and mechanically fastens the components to the board. Another manufacturing
process adds vias, metal-lined drilled holes that enable electrical interconnections between conductive layers,
to boards with more than asingle side.

Printed circuit boards are used in nearly all electronic products today. Alternatives to PCBs include wire
wrap and point-to-point construction, both once popular but now rarely used. PCBs require additional design
effort to lay out the circuit, but manufacturing and assembly can be automated. Electronic design automation
software is available to do much of the work of layout. Mass-producing circuits with PCBs is cheaper and
faster than with other wiring methods, as components are mounted and wired in one operation. Large
numbers of PCBs can be fabricated at the same time, and the layout has to be done only once. PCBs can also
be made manually in small quantities, with reduced benefits.

PCBs can be single-sided (one copper layer), double-sided (two copper layers on both sides of one substrate
layer), or multi-layer (stacked layers of substrate with copper plating sandwiched between each and on the
outside layers). Multi-layer PCBs provide much higher component density, because circuit traces on the
inner layers would otherwise take up surface space between components. The rise in popularity of multilayer
PCBs with more than two, and especially with more than four, copper planes was concurrent with the
adoption of surface-mount technology. However, multilayer PCBs make repair, analysis, and field
modification of circuits much more difficult and usually impractical.

The world market for bare PCBs exceeded US$60.2 hillion in 2014, and was estimated at $80.33 billion in
2024, forecast to be $96.57 billion for 2029, growing at 4.87% per annum.

Wire

(For further information about copper magnet wire, see: Copper wire and cable#Magnet wire (Winding
wire).). Coaxial cableisa cable consisting of an

A wireisaflexible, round bar of metal. Wires are commonly formed by drawing the metal through aholein
adie or draw plate. Wire gauges come in various standard sizes, as expressed in terms of a gauge number or
cross-sectional area.

Wires are used to bear mechanical loads, often in the form of wire rope. In electricity and
telecommunications signal's, wire can refer to electrical cable, which can contain a solid core of asingle wire
or separate strands in stranded or braided forms.

Usually cylindrical in geometry, wire can also be made in square, hexagonal, flattened rectangular, or other
cross-sections, either for decorative purposes, or for technical purposes such as high-efficiency voice coilsin
loudspeakers. Edge-wound coil springs, such as the Slinky toy, are made of special flattened wire.

Wire drawing
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Wire drawing is a metalworking process used to reduce the cross-section of awire by pulling the wire
through one or more dies. There are many applications for wire drawing, including electrical wiring, cables,
tension-loaded structural components, springs, paper clips, spokes for wheels, and stringed musical
instruments. Although similar in process, drawing is different from extrusion, because in drawing the wireis
pulled, rather than pushed, through the die. Drawing is usually performed at room temperature, thus
classified as a cold working process, but it may be performed at elevated temperatures for large wires to
reduce forces.

Of the elemental metals, copper, silver, gold, and platinum are the most ductile and immune from many of
the problems associated with cold working.

Speaker wire

the most important characteristic of speaker wire. Early speaker cable was typically stranded copper wire,
insulated with cloth tape, waxed paper or rubber

Speaker wire is used to make the electrical connection between loudspeakers and audio amplifiers. Modern
speaker wire consists of two or more electrical conductors individually insulated by plastic (such as PVC, PE
or Teflon) or, less commonly, rubber. The two wires are electrically identical, but are marked to identify the
correct audio signal polarity. Most commonly, speaker wire comes in the form of zip cord.

The effect of speaker wire upon the signal it carries has been a much-debated topic in the audiophile and high
fidelity worlds. The accuracy of many advertising claims on these points has been disputed by expert
engineers who emphasize that simple electrical resistance is by far the most important characteristic of
speaker wire.
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